Amplatz thrombectomy device: unexpected interaction with the Cragg endoprosthesis.
In a 74-year-old woman, a Dacron-covered Cragg endoprosthesis was implanted into the left superficial femoral artery after successful recanalization of a 6-cm-long occlusion. At 4.5 months after discharge the endoprosthesis was occluded. In order to perform a thrombectomy, an Amplatz thrombectomy device (ATD) was activated and advanced into the occluded graft. Suddenly, a mechanical failure of the ATD occurred. Extraction of the ATD was achieved only after repeated attempts at rotating motion and jerky pullback maneuvers. The most likely explanation is that one of the graft-struts had advanced into the tip of the ATD and resulted in a broken drive shaft. Recanalization was completed by performing percutaneous transluminal angioplasty and pharmacological thrombolysis with recombinant human-tissue plasminogen activator. In conclusion, users of the ATD have to be aware of interactions of the ATD with the struts of implanted stents or grafts during thrombectomy.